Terry Polevoy, MD

938 King Street West

Kitchener, ON   N2G 1G4

519-725-2263  - 519-725-4953 fax

Toronto Star - Ombudsperson

One Yonge Street

Toronto, Ontario M5E 1E6

January 28, 2005
 

Dear Ombudsperson: 

The response of The Toronto Star to complaints about last Friday's column by Judy Steed about Bob Hunter's trip to the Kurt Donsbach cancer clinic in Mexico is ridiculous.

 http://tinyurl.com/462z7 -  Not without a fight - Last week's column

We told The Star about Donsbach's shady career bilking people, and the only thing that she did was to mention the fact that he had tax problems and was convicted of smuggling unapproved drugs into the U.S. She didn't mention anything about his fake diploma mills, his own fake credentials or anything like that. She didn't examine whether his techniques were fraudulent, and of course she didn't ask him whether any of his patients survived, or had he ever published a single research paper.

She said that she spoke to Donsbach. What a bloody joke!!! What a terrible excuse for reporting. When is the Toronto Star going to have a new ombudsperson to respond to this type of sloppy reporting.

Steed should be apologizing to the Star readers and the publisher should be reviewing her writing personally. Maybe they should be sending someone else to do a story about these clinics down in Mexico. It's about time for The Star to get tough with Steed.

Cancer quackery kills people every day in Canada. When registered MDs like Fred Hui get involved in the promotion of this quackery, it's grounds for a complaint to the College of Physicians and Surgeons. Canadian doctors who refer patients to people like Donsbach should be held liable if something should go wrong. It's one thing for a health professional like Hui to be "open minded", but it's another thing to be a conduit for bad information and, in fact, bad medicine anywhere in the world. Shame on Hui for supporting cancer quackery.

Sincerely

Terry Polevoy, MD

P.S. This site that I gave you last week will provide balance to the story.
http://www.quackwatch.org/01QuackeryRelatedTopics/donsbach.html 
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